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There are various kinds
of stones in the wall

The area that partitions part of

the Hommaru in a long, narrow

band is called the Obiguruwa
(Ring Bailey). The wall for this

partitioning is constructed from

stones which are produced in

different ways, for example,

nozura-ishi (natural stones with

a rough, unpolished surface),

wari-ishi (natural stones broken

into smaller pieces), and kiri-ishi

(stones cut into blocks). The wall

was constructed by stacking

stones that are used unaltered

after being dug up. This method

is called nozurazumi (literally

“rough surface stacking”), and at

Tsurugajo Castle can be seen in

the lower part of the Castle Keep

and part of the Ring Bailey.
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impressive moat that surrounds
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gate of the North Bailey
(Kita-demaru).
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this north side, but this part of
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the Ambush Quarter. From the
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that later became part of the
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Nowadays you can proceed
directly from the Ninomaru to
the Sannomaru Enclosure, but
does this protect the castle
Looking at a picture from the
Edo era, the stone walls were
angled in a key shape that
differed from today’s, while the
East Gate itself was south
facing. If you look closely at the
stone wall on the north side,
you can see traces of where the
surface came into contact with
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In the era of the Hoshina clan,
there were various buildings in
the Sannomaru, including a
residence in which the daimyo’s
family lived, a residence for the
administrative office for the
After his retirement, the daimyo
Hoshina Masayuki returned to
his hometown and lived in this

Seen from the Sannomaru, the
high. The moat in front is also

Ninomaru mound looks very
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daimyo’s retainers, and a
meeting place (the
Sannomaru residence.

Ai1zu Domain).

very deep.
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What is the raised part of
the ground?
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This is part of a mound for the
gate that was the entrance to the
Sannomaru. Looking at a
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mound is conspicuous and
marks a route to and from the
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exterior of the castle across an
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earthen bridge. This is part of a mound for the

The term uzumimon (literally gate that was the entrance to
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the Sannomaru. Looking at a
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“buried gate”) comes from the

fact that the gate section of the picture from the Edo era, the

D CA ST = H TS W

mound is lower than the parts mound is conspicuous and
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on either side. From here, a path marks a route to and from the

leads uphill and into exterior of the castle across an
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Sannomaru and the castle itself. earthen bridge.
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The term uzumimon (literally
“buried gate”) comes from the
fact that the gate section of the
mound is lower than the parts
on either side. From here, a
path leads uphill and into
Sannomaru and the castle itself.
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Surveys have confirmed that
Sannomaru Moat is buried
Looking at a picture from the
late Edo era, there were shrines
dedicated to Inari (the god of
harvests) and Hachiman (the
god of war) beside the moat,
where training for the Shinto
ritual of yabusame (horseback
archery) and archery target
practice were performed. In the
closing days of the Tokugawa
retainers are thought to have
gathered here to undertake
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the former site of the
shogunate, the daimyo’s

beneath this lawn.
military exercises.
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