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Aim of the Project

On March 11th 2011, Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami brought destructive
damage in Fukushima Prefecture. Followed by TEPCO Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power
Plant Explosion, we are facing unusual sceneries in our daily life, such as rubble piles stayed
untouched for long, large scale temporary housings built and many bags of contaminated
soils piled up.

At the same time, society had changed. We started to hear such new phrases as “tempo-
rary visit home”,“decontamination
tion exposure”,“Becquerel” which we had not ever heard before the disaster. Even potential
resilience of community is still not able to function in such situation and people are forced

to accept totally different life after the disaster. Fukushima Prefecture is still struggling with

” o« "«

,‘screening’”,

” s

entire town’s evacuation”,“internal radia-

these unexpected realities.

The Preservation Project of the Fukushima Disaster Heritage aims to memorize Great East
Japan Earthquake as our history, learn lessons from the experiences, share them with other
communities and pass them to next generation. In order to achieve these aims, we need to
investigate what happened in Fukushima and clarify its causes and background factors.

We use the term “Disaster Heritage” to indicate disaster-related “objects” and “places” that
leave traces of the destructive event or the process of reconstruction as historical docu-
ments.

“Experience of Fukushima” has been in a large scale, extensive and still in on-going pro-
cess. Therefore, it is shaped by experiences, memories and events of individuals, families,
groups and communities. They have been recorded in various media, such as newspaper
articles, photos, movies, oral histories, books, sounds, numbers, maps and timelines. Here
we add “disaster heritage” as a new medium because we believe different varieties of media
will enhance the possibility to hand down the diversity of disaster experiences.

However, “disaster heritage” is disappearing rapidly, sometimes through the process of
recovery and reconstruction, sometimes through natural act. But “disaster heritage” have
great importance as it indicates the nature of disaster, leaves the scenes of daily life and
irrecoverable days of pre-disaster and also represent newly-created social breaks.
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Packs of Newspaper (Namie Town)

These are packs of newspapers, some of which were
waiting for delivery with advertising papers already
inserted, some of which were retumed because drivers
could not deliver them to homes in tsunami-hit areas
or drivers needed to give up delivery due to the
evacuation order.




Examples of Disaster Heritage
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A Sake Bottle from Tsunobeuchi
(Minamisoma City)

It was found in Tsunobeuchi district. The letters of
“Tsunobeuchi”are drawn on the surface of the bottle.
The top of this bottle is chipped off. It represents
many challenges to recover in this district.
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Street Lights melted by Fire (Iwaki City)
Fire started in Hisanohama district after tsunami had hit the district.

‘ L= (E/EET) This fire was the biggest among those triggered by the earthquake
[ within Fukushima Prefecture. Plastic part of the light changed its shape
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Fallen Lights (Tomioka Town)
These lights were at the new gymnasium of Tomioka High School. This gym was expected to be an evacuation shelter but it could
not be used because of this destruction.
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Even so, there still exist many disaster heritages in Fukushima
Prefecture. There are things we can do and we need to do before
they disappear.

In order to clarify the exact place of the “disaster heritage”,we
investigate its whereabouts and keep the record of condition of
the object, taking photography, measurement and 2D drawing.

We also conduct interviews to the owner or discoverer
regarding disaster response, pre-disaster life and work of people
to deepen our understanding about the “disaster heritage”.

Collecting

project.
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When we collect “disaster heritage”, we first make a list of the objects found at the site and then label
them. If the objects are found in “Difficult-to-Return Zone” or any “Evacuation Zone”, we measure the
surface contamination level of radiation with a survey meter. We bring out only those with
contamination level below 1300 cpm. This standard is same as the case of cultural heritage rescue
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Storage
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Collected “disaster heritage” is kept in a
storage after it is fumigated just as other objects
in museums. Then, we sometimes rinse out,
repair and reinforce the object if necessary. For
example, if an object has sand as a mark of
tsunami, we try to keep the sand mark as much
as possible. Or, in case of road sign that has lost
parts of its painting, we first fix the part by
acrylic resin etc. and desalinate the whole body.

After all these preservation treatments,
“disaster heritage” is controlled with the card and
list in the database of photography and field
work data to make it easy to use for next
generation.
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In the park nearby Futaba Police Station in Tomioka Town, there kept the police car which was crushed
by tsunami. It was hit by tsunami while the police officers were guiding local residents for evacuation.
This car was preserved in cooperation with local volunteers, Tomioka Town, Fukushima Prefecture Police
and our project to hand down the officers’ courage and sense of mission.

Also, in case of Tabito district in Iwaki City, the regional development council started to preserve and
utilize the active fault that caused by the aftershock on April 11th, 2011. Our project has been
collaborating with the council to produce the active fault stripping sample.
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To enhance people’s interest and deepen their understanding of this project, we organize outreach projects in
Fukushima Prefecture. For example, we often organize exhibitions and also sometimes symposiums, lectures, report
meeting and excursions. Additionally, we have constructed partnerships with local schools to apply the project
outcome for disaster prevention and reduction education.

Outreach Project
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